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This photograph of
the Aliso Canyon
School and teacher
George Staat was
taken around 1910.
“Kids came from all

but most just
Jked.”

By Meg Torbert, For North County Pacorama

‘Turn-of-the-century schoolhouses in North County may be old, but
they are not forgotten.

§  Former students willingly recall school days spent in one-room
schoolhouses. In fragile albums they Keep ad reportcards, promotion
certificates and poems written by teachers
Some sehools have been torn down, and anly faded photogrdphs

remain. Others are being painstakingly restored by local historical

societies. Books chronicle their history.

Here is a brief look at four old North County schoolhouses.

ALISO CANYON SCHOOL

For about 30 years, the anly building that broke the expanse of hills
| and meadows below Aliso Mountain was a one-room schoolhouse,
named the Aliso Canyon school.

The school was built on land donated by Ferdinand Coehn, who had
in 1885 bought 160 acres sight-unseen in what is now northeast Rancho
Santa Fe. In 1887 he arrived with his wife, Minnie, and his two daugh-
. Les Mathida and Amands, who attended school over te hils n Bifin

P ilds married Theordore Fidero, and they eventually had 10
4 children. There was a need for a closer School not only for the Fidero
children but for other families as well. Coehn and his neighbors built
the school on Aliso Canyon Road probably about 1905, using wood
hauled in by Fidero.

“Kids came from all over,” recalls Ivy Fidero Laughter, who still
lives in the old homestead on Aliso Canyon Road. “Spook’s Canyon,
d Rancho Bernardo. Some rode horses, but most just walked.
| “We were close enough so we could go home for lunch. Grandma
1 o alays havea ot ofpink beans and homemade fresh bread on
8l the stove,” says Lauy
still, there were dlsadvantages to living “next door” to school.

One School, One Room

Former students turn the pages back to the turn of the century

Photo courtesy of Ivy Fidero Laughter

Laughter was designated the janitor, and for $1250 a month she
mopped the floor, washed the blackboards and cleaned the erasers,
took the flag in and made sure the privies had toilet paper.

“It wasn't much of a school,” having only a pot-bellied stove for heat
in the winter and windows for light, says Laughter. Inside the
outhouses were black widow spiders, she recalls, “so we'd wait until we
got home.”

hauled water from her house to the school, which had no water
supply. “1 still have the bucket, a blue enamelled one,” says Laughter.
“Td put it on the table with a dipper. The kids had their tin cups
hanging on the wall underneath their name, and they’d get a drink of
water after recess.”

Her younger brother, Vernon, who now lives in Escondido, remem-
bers watching children on their way to school, driving a horse and
buggy. “The horse would wait all day, and then they'd clop-clop home
again,” hesays.

In those early years, when the Santa Fe Railfoad was still trying to
grow eucalyptus trees for railroad ties in Rancho San Dieguito, the

. farmers’ children were taught by county-hired teachers from San

Disgo. Becuse theschoo was sofar from the cty, th teacherslved
in a cabin, built by the parents, e road from 1.

Laughter's older siblings Edna, August, Karl and Theadore were
taught by George Staat, whose son Bert Staat now lives in Solana
Beach. The younger Staat has photos in an album that show shiny-faced
students itting at wooden desks, staring somberly into the camera, and
another of students doing calisthenics outside the school.

Laughter had several teachers, and she remembers well Mrs. Mer-
kin's son, who until he was school age accompanied his mother to
school and would wreak havoc, piling records on the hand-cranked
phonograph until they'd fly all over the room.

She remembers playing games in the dirt during recess: ante over;

See SCHOOLS on Page 4

ing.

1t's a movement fueled by an ac-
celeration in rents and a shortage of
housing. But there are other reasons
as well: security, companionship.
Some peaple just don't like to live
alone.

The proposition is, are you willing
to share your hearth? Can you make
2 home with somebody with whom
you are not intimately acquainted?

Shared housing can afford a renter
more “upwardly mobility” — in the
jargon of the ‘305 — than one pay-
check or income provides.

Such a seeker after quality is Ann
Judge, a young woman who is fluent
in broadly accented English (she em-
igrated from England) and animated
body language.

AJ, as her friends call her, has a
sound regard for the main chance.
‘That is, she wants to control her des-
tiny, put zest in her days and make
her life significant and interesting.
She works for a publishing company,
Jives in Carlsbad, and doesn't mind
stating her case for shared housing.

“I think sharing your home, your

she says. “Taking a risk on another
individual is an investment in life
and can be an exhilarating experi-
ence. If the venture fizzles, so be it.
No experience is totally lost and can
be an education in living”

Indispensable elements for sue-
B cess, in Ann's view:

“You must have an agreement up
front. Make it clear to yourself what
is important for your well-being, and

mate. I have a network of
friends, and after I put the word out I
still do'a lot of screening,

“For example, my bedroom is
sacred to me; I couldn't live with
someone who might violate my pri-
vacy. And I can't share a bath; 'm
not comfortable being confrontive
with a male housemate over use of
the btbroom i (my makenp or
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ZVALLEY CENTER — “My dogs
Fidel and Daisy eat them. They like
apcados better than dog food. They
gg,om and find them in the groves,

id 1 don't have to buy food for

Hahanshah Palizban, who came
figre from Iran when the Moslem
fundamentalists took over that coun-
, was telling me about his avocado

ves in Valley Center and Vista.
~“And you know, dogs are smart,
Onie of the best ways to ripen avoca-
05 is to cover them with something,
&fen dirt, because when an avocado
arates from a tree it starts emit-
ig a ripening gas. Well, dogs bury
focados 5o that the gas stays in con-
¢ with them, and that ripens them
t. Then the dogs dig them back up
d eat them.

An avocado on a tree will never
ben, not until it's picked. But, you
e, that's good. It's something I take
vantage of. If the market prices
e not right, I let full-grown fruit
fay on the tree. And then I sell just
best time.

35But the dogs again. All my neigh-
Bofs are telling me the same thing.
Their dogs roam the groves too, look-
¢ for fruit that has fallen down.”
‘EThe genial Palizban, who now uses
din as his first name, explains that
un.\mz\s and young children, left to

i

He came from Iran
o Valley Center to
mine the ‘green gold’

themselves, are nalnrally attracv,ed
to the kinds of food they ne
Tcan believe that dogs uke avoca-

.dos. A little magazine I found in the

public library, the “Avocado
Grower,” detailed a dispute among
‘growers in 1982 over feeding avoca-

dos to dogs. It seems that in that year -

avocados had been overprodiced,
with fruit rotting in warehouses and
ptices plunging, so the California Av-
ocado Commission started promot-
ing the fruit as dog food.

Right away, other growers pro-
tested. They pointed out that years
had been spent building the image of
the avocado as a gourmet luxury
food and now “our love fruit”
shouldn't be just fed to dogs.

Our Jove fruit? Yes, but lets look
at the second word first. Is an avoca-
doa fruit or a vegetable? An avocado
is a fruit because Botanically it is. It
is “the fleshy ovary of a plant sur-
ounding the se04 o are ras ke
tomatoes and cucumbers, which we
also call vegetables. The problem is

i shave)fore  dat
: ad a0 even mix of

Be it ever so
humble . ..

More and more, North County .
residents are deciding to share oy
the cost of their castle

over,” recalls vy By Charlotte Hutchison ‘male/female roomies. On the W

Fidero Laughter, who For North County Panorama. she prefers males, although she ad-
still lives on Aliso In North County, this Eden of be- its they are not “consistently tidy.

Canyon Road. nign climate and lush scenery, a new “But if you can live with that; atid
“Some rode horses, trend is on the upswing: home shar-  accept their boot-camp  Saturda

clean-up if they curb their comrients
about your friends they may dislike.”

Sharing, to some women, means
they tend to borrow clothes.

“You may see your favorite belt on
your home-mate at the local disco,”
Sags A.J. “One of my former roomies
was getting married and her
trouseau took over my condo for six
months. Another was a cookie freak.
She whipped up a batch so often I
could never get my yogurt in the re-
frigerator.’

The trick, according to A.
tread a fine line between assertive-
ness and tact.

“IF you can say, ‘Look, 'm OK,
you're OK, but please don't leave my
$50 curlers plugged in all day! those
little resentments won't canker your
insides,” explains A.J. "But you can't
make demands on another person
without being willing to make adjust-
ments yourself. Life is a barter. You
pull your weight and Il pull mine.

“But honestly, the marvelous thing

about having a compatible woman in

the house is the tremendous emotion-

al support you give each other, espe-

cially if the mingling of personalities
ight.”

One of the pitfalls to avoid is the
expectation that in moving in with a
member of the opposite sex you will
be inevitably thrust into a close and
enduring relationship.

Each day in the life of Yvonne
Denisovich (not her real name) began
with the hope that her male house-
mate would not fix dinner for her.
Yvonne prefers to remain anony-
mous because her experiment
bombed. Early on, everything came
up roses, with both agreeing to a pact
that Yvonne thought was mutually
desirable.

“I had been recently divorced,”
Yvonne says, “and I wanted compati-
bility but not a relationship. When
this chap answered my ad to share
my condo, I thought we were in sync.
Both of us like running and bicycling.
Since my work hours are unpredicta:

See SHARE on Page 6

considered friits.”

Now “love” The Avocado Grower
was not the first to refer to the avo-
cado as the love fruit. An ingenious
‘man hired in' the 19205 to do public
relations for the young avocado in-
dustry got it off 10 a great start by
issuing an indignant public denial of
the rumor that avocados were aphro-

that there is a-botanical deﬂnmnn' disiac.

and a kitchen definition.
Even the Encyclopedia Brittanica,
after a long discussion, gives up:
“The popular distinction between
vegetable and fruit is difficult to up-
hold. In genera!, those plants or plant
parts that are usually consumed with
the main course of a meal are popu-
larly regarded as vegetables, while
those mainly used- a5 dessert

iac.

Actually, he didn't make it all up.
The rumor had been around a long
time. In 1697 the British explorer
‘William Dampier, after seeing an av-
ocado for the first time, wrote in his
journal: “It is reported that this (Nll
provokes to lust, and therefore is
sald io be much’ esteemed by the

It wls etl\n‘c stereﬂlyplng,, to be

John Palizban surveys his groves norm of Escondldo

sure, but the people Who knew the
fruif best, the Aztecs, esteemed if for
the same reason. The Aztec name for
it was ahuacacuahath, or testicle
tree.

‘Ahuacacuahat] became ahuacat)
and in turn avocado. So it does not, as
‘many think, come from the Spanish
word for lawyer, abogado. For one
thing, this fruit does not resemble a
lawyer from any angle.

Of the many other names it has
borne, a few are alligator pear, lau-
rel peach, shell pear, vegetable mar-
row, butter pear, custard apple and
Spanish pear. President Gearge
Washington wrate of

“avogavo pears.” And in the Brtish
navy they were known as subaltern's
butter, their way of saying, I sups
N :

§

pose, poor man’s butter.

Palizban calls them green gold,
and for him they have been that,
Since coming to the United States he
has been by turns a grove worker,
manager, owner and real estate
agent specializing in avocado groves.

His fortunes have been on a yo-yo.
InIran he was a mlllionmre; then he
had to leave with almost nothing;
now, thanks to avocados, he's back
up there again. Last year he sold av-
ocado groves worth §2.8 million.

e

Fifty-four years ago, Palizban was
born on a farm west of Tebran. After
graduating from the University of
Tehran, he came to the United States
in 1955 to study American agricultur-

. al methods at the University of Tlli-

[

‘The San Diego Union/Charles Starr

nois. When he returned to his own
country two years later, he entered
into contact with US. farm-aid peo-
ple there and modernized his fami-
Iy’ farm.

Using machinery, fertilizers® and
new methods, he built the farm up:to
15,000 acres, growing wheat and al-
falfa, breeding Arabian horses, and
raising trees in a nursery and would
no doubt have kept growing — but
for the revolution, his known con-
tacts with Americans, and the fact
that his brother was a prominent
general in the Shab's army. ..,

1 sent my family out, and theit
went out,” Palizban sald. “T did_not

take with me much more than my

e ‘JOHN on Page 7
-
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pump, pump, pull away; tag; run,
shieep, run; and scavenger hunts or-
ganmd by the teacher.
/e used to have a lot of fun,” she
y t Christmas we would make
colored paper chains and string cran-
bérries and popeor
“Bul'by 1919, when Lxughler was
eiterlidg the fifth grade, Aliso Can-
yén schiool no longer had enough chil-
dfenfo justify keeping it open. The
school! was closed, and the children
sént fo the village of Rancho Santa
Fe, which the Santa Fe Land Im-
provement Co,, a subsidiary of the
railroad; was beginning to advertise

tended school in a building that is
now the toyshop. “It was part of a
big garage,” she says, “They opened

deénts moved across the street to the
Swly-built school, designed by the
arcm!ecl Lillian Rice and paid for by
Sdnta
'Laughter was not enchanted by the
WiteH, “It was a hardship going to
Rmchg Santa Fe,” she says. Her fa-
would drive her and, later, her
ymmger siblings Lillian, Julia, Ruth,
Ima, in a Buick truck.
 the way home, they'd start out
cng a8 get pieked up by thel
fafher halfway ho
Rancho Santa Fos school was at
that time part of the San Dieguito
chool District (now Solana Beach),
lich did not sit well with the com-
linity’s new exclusive image.

ioned the county, requesting “the
coper school facilities for the many
esting settlers who have been and
re being attracted to the widely ad-
vertised and highly developed Ran-
io Santa Fe.
“The'company asked to be annexed
the :Aliso school district, since it
tog few students to qualify-for a
ol district- of its own. -(County
ords indicate the Rancho Santa
district intended to_break off
)m Aliso when enrollment in-
‘eased, but as the Aliso district re-
mained relatively unpopulated, de-
arinexation never took place)
“An opposing petition was filed by
poperty owners from the San
Dieguito district, who complained
that if Rancho Santa Fe left their
istrict it would “double the tax rate
for the remaining property owners.”
STheir petition also read, “Said
1ands are now on the market, or to be
laced soon on the market in five to
40-acre tracts, and it should be left to

85 A5888

cide 45 to the location of the bounda-
ries Of a new district, if one is
fdrmed, and not to any one man or
cBmpény.”

{The!Santa Fe company did not get
it request for its own school district
uitil, 1927: The company then re-
nametl the district Rancho Santa Fe,
and the Aliso district ceased to exist.

“The school itself did not last much
lopger. Laughter recalls it was used
aga house for the cook hired to feed
R.!nz‘ho Santa Fe workers. But later
itcwas abandoned, the roof began to
Ieak and vandals broke windows.

“Laughter thinks the old school was

One studént of the Ramona schools
recalls.that during her horse-riding
days, “I always wished for a bicycle,
and now all the kids want a horsé.”

torn down sometime -before World
War IL Not even the foundations re-
main today. The field adjacent looks
Imuchthe same except £t the addl

tion of a sign, advertising country es-
tate lots for sale.

RAMONA
GRAMMAR SCHOOL

“Whenever they had eight or more
children, they opened a school. When
the kids got- out of school, they
jumped on a plow or a harrow and
went to work.”

‘Thus the beginnings of Ramona's
school system are described by Guy
B. Woodward, resident historian and
director of the town's museum.

Woodward himself attended the
early schools, and 45 museumn direc-
tor he colleets information, old pho-
tos and memorabilia about all of Ra-
mona’s schools.

Ballena School, according to
Woodvward' research, was.six miles

“up the road” from Ramona. Started
in 160 it was th it district t be
organized in San Diego Cou

She cast of operatng Ballena for
eight months in 1873 was a whopping
$625, which included $600 for eight
months’ of the teacher’s salary and
$25 for repairs, according to old
county board of education records.
The district received $32 from the
county and $300 from the state dur-
ing that period.

Another early rural Ramona
school was Spring Hill Grammar
School, built on- the old’ Warnock
place in 1886 of adobe brick, and now
in ruins.

Art Warnock, born in 1902, doesn't
recall that old school. He attended
the second Spring Hill school, built in
1897 on the Rotanzi ranch, and oper-
ated until 1943. He graduated in 1917.

“I was raised up there, and I was
the only one in my class,” says War-
nock, now a Ramona resident. “I was
voted least likely to succeed, and T
fulflled the prediction,” he laug

He walked about a mile and a half
to the school. “They called it near in
those days,” he notes.

Ramona’s first school downtown
was the 1888 school, built of locally
made red brick, at Ninth and D
Streets. It was donated by the Santa
Maria Land and Water Co. when the
company laid down the town site,
which was then called Nuevo.

In 1884, a land speculator named
Milton Santee bought 7,000 acres and,
hoping to lure settlers with a roman-
tic name, changed the town's name
to Ramona after a popular book of
that time.

Many current Ramona residents
attended elementary school at the
1889 school, located at Eighth and D
Streets, for first through third
grades; the nearby Grammar School,
which had two rooms, for fourth
through eighth grades; and then high
school at a cement building at Ninth
and H Streets, called the 1912 high
school.

School started at 8 a.m. and got out

at 4, remembers Woodward. “Some*

of these kids were walking five or six
miles,” he says. “T only had to go two
miles to the 1888 school, and about a
mile to the Grammar School.” He
graduated from high school in 1925.
Woodward, son of the Ramona
postmaster, lived with his aunt and

rereenesaner]
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uncle, who were childless, and got up
atdam. to help with the dairy farm.

“Y earned 25 cents a day for it, and
25 cents a day for pitching hay in the
summer. 1 bought all my own
clothes, and I bought an old Model T
Ford. I think T paid $5 for it” says

“Waodward, who now drves 2 green

Model

o sealls playing hockey in the

open field in front of the school, using

a eucalyptus branch for a hockey

stick and a five-cent milk can for a
k.

June Mykrantz Scarberry, her sis-
ter Elizabeth and brother Stephen all

This school in downtown Ramona was built in 1888. The photo was taken in 1908.

Dreyer ranch. About 1896, a new
school was built on the Mussey
Grade Road, which was the old road
to San Diego. It sill exists and is now
a private home.

“My mother took us in on horse-
back for first and second grades,”
says Gardner, who graduated from
Ramona high'school in 1930. “They
cut a trail over the mountains, and
she'd ride to school with my sister on
the back, and then she'd ride home
again. They.let my sister start a year
gatly, 50 she wanldr? bave 10 go

Jback agai

Gan‘lner‘s father, Elmer Booth,

Encinitas Elementary School,

attended the old Ramona schools in
the 205, getting a ride from home six
miles away with their father until
Stephen got a Model T of his own.
Scarberry remembers riding her
pony to school one day. “T left him at
the Kenilworth Inn for a week, and
everybody at school got o ride him.”
She believes children got a good
education there. “Schools even in
those ancient, ancxent days were sat-
isfactory,” she teases. “My sister
went to Mills College, and she made
it OK. All my children went to Ra-
mona schoal, and my daughter, for
examgle, west o Palomar end s &
mse, My greabgrandhiliren are
going to Ramona schools now.”
Regina Booth Gardner and hersis-
ter Edith attended another rural Ra-
mona school, the Earle school. The
first school was built in 1889 in the
east end of Ward Canyon on the

managed ranches and moved the
family to Goose Valley for her third
grade. But by the fourth gr:

family had moved to lhe “Gaat.

Ranch” in Ramona, and the Baoth
girls rode the bus to'school in Ramo-
na. She remembers school in an old
brick one-room building, with a
grade on each side and a wood stove
in the back,

“We moved to the Barnett place
when I was in the sixth grade. It was
three miles out, and there was 1o bus
line. We had to get ourselves to
school rain o shine;” usually on
horseback, Gardner says.

Gardner sags the horse knew thé
way to school and back and would
stay in a stall doring the school day.
Even in high school some children
rode horses {0 school, she says.

During_ her horse riding days,
Gardner jokes, ‘T always wished for

 “Those teachers were wonderful. I

Ramona Historical Society
e

ihls';:‘hmo of the Ballena'School six miles east of Hamon; was teken in 1909,
L FONN -

- to send our

abicycle, and now all the kids want a
horse.”

Of the old Ramona schools, only
two still exist, the Earle School and
the Ballena School on Highway 78 to
Julian. Both are'riow private homes.

‘The 1888 school was demolished in
1956, and the Grammar School, also
called the Belfry School, was torn
down about the same time. The 1912
high school was demolished in the
mid-'60s. “It was so solid, they had to
bring in a ‘headache bail’ to tear it
down,” says Woodward.

Says Woodward, whose Town Hall
museum once housed high school stu-
dents, “It would have been nice to
have the old 88 school.”

. e

OLIVENHAIN
SCHOOL

There i a sighly biarr histary
to Olivenhain's first schoolhous
founder of the Colony of Ohvenham.
a settlement of German immigrants
east of Encinitas, was one Theodore
Pinther, who proved in 1885 to be a
scoundrel.

Pinther, after helping settlers buy
arid land for the then outrageously
high price of $15 an acre from Frank
Kimball, was_discovered to have
been involved in a a kick-back
scheme.

When the settlers discovered th
scam, they imprisoned-Pinther for*

few days until he confessed and was ,

subsequently released by a San Diego
sheriff, He then departed with great
haste, leaving behind his small house,
according to Richard Bumann's
baok, “Colony Olivenhain.”

Needing a_building to start a
school, the settlers appropriated the
Pinther house, spent $15 to convert it
into a temporary schoolhouse, and
began school there in 1886.

The makeshift school served for
two years, until the settlers made a
larger one-room school out of Fred
Balzer's house and moved it to the
corner of Seventh and E Streets.

Children from the Olivenhain val-
ley attended this school until it was
moved to San Diegito tigh schoo
campus in 1

Bruno Denk who was born in 1897
in the Denk family homestead on
Manchester Avenue, and his wife,
Alwine, both attended the school.

Denk walked about a half mile to
the school, but he recalls other stu-
dents riding burros, driving horses
and buggies, or walking as far as five
miles.

He got up before dawn, like many
other students, to do chores at the
farm.

At Cole, who started school in
Olivenhain in 1913, remembers that
“when we got home from school,
there was plenty to do. I'd milk the
cows, feed the pigs, get horses in the
barn, chop and bring in the wood, and
ha o water we used in the

house.”
Herman Wiegand, now 94, says -

remember Miss Eleanor Lewis. The
teachers had to be a graduate of a
Normal School, but I don't believe

as.

He adds, “Some of those Kids were
as big as she was. When they'd get o
being bad, she just used to put her

 head down and cry. But she was good

with the little kids, kind and patient,
She kept us all busy.
Children from the families who

Adam Wiegand began petitioning
the county in 1894 fo allow hi

i | 1903, a letter to the county read,
Mr. Wiegand, Herman Bimann and ,
Louis Weller ... say It is impossible”
hildren to"Aliso in the

|rainy season, while'they can always ;,
- be sent to the San Elijo School locat.
d in Olivenhain, which at the same

(San Diego, CA) | Page 109

‘Ramona Historical Society -

time s also our post office and near-
er for our children, besides having
better roads, but the main object is-
we would like our children going to a-
good school and the San Elijo School
is up to-higher grades than the
Aliso.”

Wiegand remembers attending.
only 't Olivenhain school and walke
ing from his family homestead, about
four miles. When his younger sister,
Amelia, started school, she was too
young to walk that far and the chil-
dren started driving a horse an

ugey.

Many children walked miles,
Wiegand recalls. ‘T often wondered*
how kids learned anything after
they'd walked four miles to school,” -
hesays. -

In the yeafs before World War 1,
lnslmctxon included a short sessior

in German, as many of the children
came from families where German " *
was the primary language.

His teachers were good, Wiegan
sags, but he claims the quality of ed.
ucation there declined in later years:
“We took our children out,” he says:

“It was lousy.”

Denk's son Harley attended the <
school and finished eighth grade in-
1935. He remembers it as a rough
school, long on the three R's and
short o the socialgraces

hese-people were-farmers;”
says. “Etiquette was really not
known. We were lucky to have a suit,
or shoes”

Denk says, “It was a different type
of education than the kids get now.
Today, they're taught to be extro- .
verts. The kids then were very shy.

“There was a traveling art teach- -
er, and we almost worshipped the
woman, because she could make
these beautiful drawings. But she
could never gt st talk more than
a whis .

He add that it was a good educa-
tion, a very personal education.

ere was lots of personal atten-
tion”

‘The school yard wasn't very big,
he says, so the kids would take turns
playing games like bat the ball. Once
a year, there would be a Play Day
with other schools, competing in
track and field spors. Winners were
given a ribbon with “Play Day” in-
seribed on it. ¢

Bruno Denk was a trustee of the -
Olivenhain school while his children
were attending. “There wasn't much :
to do,” he claims, except interview
teachers.

“We'd get new graduates, an
they'd board with different families
“This would be their first school, an
as soon as they'd get the hang of i
they'd leave, says the senior Denk.

Denk remembers the school paying
monthly salary of $135. “There was *
no special tax,” he says. “That was?, -
the most we could afford to pay.”

Denk was also a trustee-at the hig]

moved to the San Dieguito campus
and used as a music room,

“About three or four years after I;
left (as trustee), the first thing Iy
knew, they'd torn it down. That made?;
me mad, because Id have brought it
back

Wiegand also says he tried to savey «
the selol house, e were ging tor
move it back,” he says, n he,
ried to ind the building, s an:
gone.’ v

ENCINITAS B
¢

,ELEMENTAIIY

grapi ack to: he);.
urll!st school dlyx at Encinitas Ele- &
menhry School.;, H
. .On one page is a poem compos¢ ed 4
by her teaches n the thira grade tha

« reads: ."Ida, - Myrtle, Jennie, Dok

vasers
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“We were living on the point,” she
. “I trudged half a mile up 2 dirt
d to the school” Truax says the
00l was enclosed by a fence,
loped 50 we couldn't walk on it.”

There was a wood stove for heat
4 a cistern that collected water

vanized bucket that came to a
int at the bottom on a rope with a
ley. Some big boy would pull up a
ket of water, and we had a long-
dled common dipper.

“In all the time I lived in Encinitas
near a one-room school 1 never
d a communicable discase, and I
er remember the school being
sed for sickness,” says Truax.

The students had slates, and at-
tehed by string a slate pencil and
opan sponge, Truax remembers, in-
s

seuom o

csmzeo

ad of blackboards and paper.
metimes if you hit a wet spot,
bY, could they squeak.”

The school had been built by the
gindfather of another student, Janie
Hmmond Grice, who finished eighth
gide there in 1912, The Santa Fe
Rilroad's representative, J.P. Pitch-
efhired Edward G. Hammond and
hf son, “Ted” Hammond, cabinet
nikers, to build a school out of red-
wod in 1883, according to a booklet,
“cific View — The School That
Wuld Not Die” by former Pacific
Vew teacher Lloyd O'Connell. 1

The one-room school housed first
ough eighth grades until 1927,
en it was sold for surplus and
ved off the school site. In 1908,
dents were taught at the Enci
Hotel while an anteroom, a parti-
and blackboards were added.

Grice, who for 30 years ran the

P

m the roof, she says. “There was a -

Lok,

Photo courtesy of Ivy Fidero Laughter

Built by the parents, this cabin was home for the teachers
at Aliso Canyon School. The photo was taken about 1910.

cafeteria at San Dieguito High
School, remembers driving a horse
and buggy with her two older broth-
ers from the Hammond homestead
at the end of Leucadia Boulevard.

She says about 30 children attend-
ed school when she was in the sixth
grade, the girls wearing shoes and
the boys going barefoot. “In summer,
everybody would go barefoot,” she
adds.

“I always liked school,” she says.
“But you didn't dare get into trouble.
If they caught you passing a note
theyd stand you in the corner. Some-
times they'd Send you out to the ante-
room but then yow'd get into trouble
again, so mostly they'd stand you in
the corner, face to the wall.”

Chores for Grice included milking
the cows before and after school. She
says “the worst” was when she was
attending high school, which involved
catching the train to Oceanside and

ack.
“The cows would be out i the pas-
ture” she says, “and I'd have to get
ona horse to round them up and milk
them. T put in a busy life, 1l tell
you”

Grice ended up teaching in a one-
room school herself, in the San

Dieguito River Valley. “I had eight -|
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students, grades one to seven,” she
says. “It was something, trying to
keep them going. You can see why I
got married and left.”

Tda Trua, who returned to Encini-
tas to teach 12 years at the school, by
then renamed’ Pacific View, takes
the same view of a one-room school-
teacher's job.

“I didn't have any of the headaches
that the one-room teachers had,” she
says. “I had running water, tele-
phones and visits from the county

‘Thursday, October 25, 1984 Ay PAGE-5
S DON'T LET YOUR

3 1Q
Schools
| Conte o e - FIREPLACE
. Truax remembers students play- ]
1i{Up to any kind of folly/In the ing games such as “mumble-the- LE AVE A,
mdst of all their fun/Struggling each peg,” or “mumblety-peg,” that would S
1g number ‘one.’/Your teacher, Will not be allowed now. The game in-

Algier, 195" volved flipping open pocket knives vou
Truax will be 100 years old next into the dirt. A peg was driven into
Ebruary, yet she can recall with the ground, and the losing student
geat detail the first schoolhouse in would be given the task of pulling it
Elcinitas, located at Third and F out by his or her teeth, says Truax.

Seets. There were two tennis teams,

\Her father, James Noonan, en- Grice says, the Encinitas Tennis Club Did you know? Your fireplace actually steals room heat
cantered the Encinitas coastline in and the Pan American Tennis Club. and sends it up the chimney. Then your furnace runs
186 and proclaimed it “the most The school had a dirt tennis court longer and your utility bills rise!
bautiful spot he had seen in all his and there were two public courts at Now you can turn your wasteful fireplace into an
tavels,” recalls Truax. He bought 10 Second and E Streets. energy-efficient furnace without losing the peaceful
afes of what is now the Self Real- “We didn't play other districts,” beauty of th e
iation Fellowship, or Swami's Point, says Grice. “It was too hard to get o fire. The Free
18 81, each other.” Heat Machine®

A year ago, the schoolhouse, which
had been used over the years as a
private home, was donated to the En-
cinitas Historical Society by Bud
Fisher, and moved back to the Pacif-
ic View campus.

‘There a small band of volunteers
labors on weekends o restore, the
building. The original windows have
been removed lest they get broken,

will pay for
itself and then
some by
slashing your
utility bills by
s much as
80%! Installs
in minutes.

and the group is looking for
to rebuild the window frames.

Mainstay of the work crew is Bill
Manley, director of restoration. On a
recent weekend, a primer coat was
applied by volunteers.

O'Connell, who wrote the history
booklet as a project with his Pacific
View students and provided half the
funds for the second printing, says
expertise is not required.

“If you can hold a hammer, that’s
all that's needed,” he says. “Skillisn't
necessary.”

r 31
and receive the_decorative
brass hood free. $65.00 retall
value. === S
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